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An on-line distributed environment, which was implemented in the context of the
VENIVA project for historical libraries and archives is presented here. Emphasisis given
in the presentation of the powerful search capabilities provided to the end-users, which are
typical for the end-users (either researchers or ordinary people) of any Digital Library
environment.

The information managed resides in a number of different relational databases in one
or more ingtitutions (i.e. Libraries and Historical Archives). The end-user of the system
uses a WWW client to pose traditional boolean queries, similarity queries or complex
gueries containing both boolean and similarity terms on the contents of the databases. In
the case of similarity queries, the end-user can also select the evaluation formula used to
rank the objects that the system returns as the answer to his query. This gives a flexibility
to experiment with alternative retrieval models without starting the implementation from
scratch. A Graphical Query Editor is used in order to construct the queries.

The innovative aspect of this work is that the similarity queries are translated by an
appropriate component of the server into a series of traditional SQL queries, so that there
is no need to have separate systems to support the various services offered. Only a
standard relational DBMS (Database Management System) is used in the core of the
system. The software layer that has been implemented on top gives all the additional
flexibility. The implementation is based on a sound and flexible mathematical retrieval
model.

The framework, which supports queries containing both boolean and similarity termsin
the context of VENIVA, is based on a powerful mathematical tool for the description of
similarity queries and different evaluation models. It has been implemented on top of a
relational DBMS as a distributed system. This framework aims to integrate Information
Retrieval System (IRS) techniques on top of traditional relational DBMS. In particular, a
mathematical model for the description of Information Retrieval Systems based on
different fuzzy models has been developed [1].

The framework has been implemented [2] on top of arelational DBMS as a distributed
system. The general architecture of this system is shown in Fig. 1. Schema editor is a
graphical tool, which is used to define the mapping between fuzzy relations and relational
tables. It is also responsible to create the relational tables that are used to store the fuzzy
relations corresponding to similarity queries. The mappings are then stored in the Map
File. Based on these mappings, the Retrieval Engine is able to trandate retrieval requests
from any Application into SQL queries sent to the Relational DB and give back the results

1 Support for this work was provided by the VENIVA (VENEetlan Virtual Archive) ESPRIT project
(EP N° 20638)
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to the Application when requested. The Retrieval Engine is also responsible for
decomposing a retrieval request in a series of INSERT statements to populate the tables
used to store the queries. The current implementation supports the Microsoft Access
DBMS and offers queries in conjunctive normal form.

Relational DB I‘ ************************* Application I

y
[ Schema Editor H Map File ]4_[ Retrieval Engine ]

Fig. 1. System Architecture

The procedure we follow in order to use the framework has the following steps:
= Using Schema Editor, on a relationa database, the schema of the IRS is defined.
Namely there are defined entity sets, relationship sets and fuzzy attributes.

= Retrieval Engine is started, taking as input the schema of the IRS that was created

in the previous step using Schema Editor.

= The application that offers the user interface for the formation of the queries and

submission is created. The application communicates with Retrieval Engine and
sends queries to it. In addition, the application takes care of the presentation of the
results to the user. The application implemented in the context of VENIVA is the
Graphical Query Editor.

We have presented here the flexible search capabilities provided in the context of the
VENIVA project. These services are implemented on a homogenized schema based on
popular standards for the description of the contents of Libraries and Historical Archives.
The advanced Information Retrieval capabilities supported are built on top of existing
relational database technology which has been properly extended to support ranking of
objects with different evaluation formulas. The presented approach provides a practical
methodology for publishing the contents of historical institutions to the broad public using
existing mature technologies such as WWW and Relational DBM Ss.

Future research will focus on the integration of relevance feedback techniques so that
the end-user can refine his query based on the investigation of the objects that meet his
needs. Moreover, support for textual attributes will be integrated with thesauri and special
access methods.
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